
From: lawrence_olguin@fws.gov
To: Brady_McGee@fws.gov; kristy_ellis@fws.gov
Subject: DCN: 073570 - Response Letter Mexican Wolf Recovery Program
Date: Thursday, October 22, 2020 1:05:46 PM
Attachments: 073570 Response Letter v7 clean.doc

Brady, fyi final version routed to CCU.  See Stacey DTS comment, "request from Mr. Arroyo for response to 4
inquiries.  Emails were sent with each recipients inquiry.  Ms. Skipwith had asked for a response.  Thank you!"

cc: Kristy Ellis
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In Reply Refer To: 

FWS/IR06/IR08/073570

«Title_2» «First_Name» «Last_Name»

«Title_1»

«Org»

«Address_One»

«Address_two»

Dear «Title_2» «Last_Name»:

Thank you for your email communications with your concerns regarding Mexican wolf presence and depredation of cattle on your land and on neighboring ranches.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) does understand and respect the hard work of cattle ranching, the importance of handing down successful cattle ranching operations within families, and the challenges posed by Mexican wolf recovery on landscapes where cattle ranching has been carried out for generations.


Within the USFWS, the Mexican Wolf Recovery Program strives to collaborate with partner agencies and stakeholders, including cattle ranchers, to jointly monitor and manage Mexican wolves in ways that reduce wolf-livestock conflicts.  In New Mexico, our partner agencies include the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Wildlife Services, and Catron County.  Each of these partner agencies plays an important role and contributes funding and on-the-ground personnel toward the management of wolves.  This includes conducting fieldwork across the Mexican wolf recovery area and working closely with ranchers to reduce wolf-livestock conflicts and address cattle depredation.


When we work cooperatively, we have a good track record of effectively reducing and eliminating livestock depredations.  There are several tools that the USFWS, our partner agencies, and ranchers can use to address depredations quickly, including trapping and translocating of wolves; the use of rubber bullets; range-riders; other wolf hazing techniques; and, ultimately, culling of wolves that don’t respond to translocations or hazing.  The goal is to implement these actions in a step-wise manner to quickly address wolf-livestock conflicts.  To be 

successful in resolving these issues, we need to work closely with ranchers to quickly identify and understand specific problems and determine the best combination and progression of actions to deter or stop wolf depredations.  


Also, we communicate regularly with ranchers regarding wolf issues, including giving them wolf location information.  We have a publicly available online map displaying recent wolf locations, and we regularly call ranchers when wolves are on their property or on permitted allotments.  In instances where depredations occur, loan transmitter receivers and share updated GPS data with individual landowners to assist with hazing and other activities.  It is our practice to always offer to provide receiver and the ability to track wolves in areas where operators are experiencing depredations.  

I appreciate the detailed information I’ve received from ranchers in southern New Mexico on the numbers of wolf depredations on their lands and on the subsequent stresses and expenses incurred by ranchers.  Because of the economic costs incurred by ranchers in areas in which we’re carrying out Mexican wolf recovery, the USFWS is focusing aggressively on improving programs that compensate ranchers for costs associated with wolf livestock depredations.  In addition to the USDA’s Livestock Indemnity Program, ranchers can also seek compensation for losses through the Mexican Wolf/Livestock Council (MWLC) in New Mexico.  Through the Wolf Livestock Loss Demonstration Project, we provide grants to states to assist ranchers in undertaking proactive, non-lethal activities to reduce livestock loss from wolf predation and also to compensate ranchers for independently investigation and USDA Wildlife Services confirmed livestock losses caused by wolves.  Grantees include the New Mexico Department of Agriculture, which in turn provides the funding for allocation by the MWLC.

To further reduce the impacts of wolves on cattle and other livestock, ranchers have the ability to take (harass, injure, or kill) Mexican wolves in accordance with our 2015 Endangered Species Act 10(j) nonessential experimental population rule.  Under this rule, anyone may conduct opportunistic harassment of any Mexican wolf at any time provided that the wolves are not purposefully attracted, tracked, searched out, or chased and then harassed.  On non-Federal lands, domestic animal owners, including ranchers or their agents (for example, employees, land managers, or local officials) may take (including injure or kill) any Mexican wolf that is in the act of biting, killing, or wounding a domestic animal.  The USFWS is also able to issue permits to ranchers or their agents to take (including intentional harassment or killing) any Mexican wolf that is present on non-Federal land, where specified in the issued permit.  

In addition to these management activities, we are also revising the 2015 experimental population rule.  The District Court of Arizona remanded the 2015 Mexican wolf final revised experimental population rule to the USFWS on March 31, 2018, with a court-ordered deadline of May 1, 2021, to finalize a new revised rule.  We have invited 64 state and federal agencies, local governments, counties, and tribes to serve as Cooperating Agencies to develop the supplemental EIS in conjunction with this rule.  We will only revise aspects of the rule that address the court’s remand, i.e. the population objective, release recommendations, genetics related to take provisions, and a new essentiality determination.  The general public will have an opportunity to provide comment and input on the draft revised rule and draft supplemental EIS.

If we can provide any additional details on the above information, or if you have additional concerns or questions that I haven’t addressed here, please contact Amy Lueders, Regional Director, at 505-248-6282 or Amy_Lueders@fws.gov; or Brady McGee, Mexican Wolf Recovery Coordinator, at 505-761-4748 or Brady_McGee@fws.gov, and they will provide assistance.


                                                                              Sincerely,

                                                                              Aurelia Skipwith


                                                                              Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

cc:  Regional Director, Interior Regions 6, 7, and 8, Albuquerque, NM


